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deal with the cholera by the simple expedient of appointing
a national fast; and the shocked Presbytery of Edinburgh
learned that, in his view, " the Maker of the Universe has
established certain laws of nature for the planet in which we
live, and the weal or woe of mankind depends upon the
observance or neglect of those laws. One of those laws
connects health with the absence of those gaseous exhalations
which proceed from over-crowded human beings, or from
decomposing substances, whether animal or vegetable. . .
Lord Palmerston would, therefore, suggest that the best
course which the people of this country can pursue to deserve
that the further progress of the cholera should be stayed, will
be to employ the interval that will elapse between the present
time and the beginning of next spring in planning and execut-
ing measures by which those portions of their towns and cities
which are inhabited by the poorest classes, and1 which, from
the nature of things, must need purification and improvement
may be freed from those causes and sources of contagion
which, if allowed to remain, will infallibly breed pestilence,
and be fruitful in death, in spite of all the prayers 'and
fastings of a united but inactive nation." The righteous
were appalled, and the delighted heathen said that Lord
Palmerston had treated Heaven as a foreign power.
But he earned unusual praise from Shaftesbury:

" I have never known any Home Secretary equal to Pal-
merston for readiness to undertake every good work by kind-
ness, humanity, and social good, especially to the child and
the working-class. No fear of wealth, capital, or election-
terrors; prepared at all times to run a-tilt if he could do good
by it. Has already done more than ten of his predecessors."

His new character charmed deputations and even found
favour at Windsor. Lady Palmerston wrote that they were
" very friendly and courteous now to P. as in olden times ";
the Queen shared his alarms about the Militia; and in the
autumn he was positively asked to Scotland. The invitation,
it was true, owed something to Aberdeen's persuasion. But
it was granted; and he left Em at Broadlands, " shorn of its